SECTION V
THE STEEL-FRAMED HOUSE
WHEREAS the last Paper was principally concerned with providing
the general background against which the rapid extension of methods
of prefabrication is taking place, this contribution approaches the
problem of achieving a scientific house design from a directly practical
point of view.
It is arguable that limits may have to be set to the universal adop-
tion of prefabrication, insofar as that implies the standardisation of
house types and imposes a quite unnecessary rigidity on design. It
appears rather that houses should be designed to satisfy exacting
performance standards, making full use of the freedom in design
provided by the light steel frame.
In this country, the steel frame has become the normal structural
system for large blocks of offices and flats. The same material, though
using a totally different technique, is now ready for large-scale
adoption in the case of the ordinary small house. For this purpose,
light steel framings at close spacings are to take the place of the heavy
beams and stanchions with which we are familiar.
The initial fabrication of the steel members will take place before
they are brought on to the site. It is of course possible to build up
. fairly large members in the shop, but this complicates the problems
of transport and there are not always compensating advantages.
On this framework, the full range of cladding materials can be
used. These no longer have any main structural function to perform
and may therefore be chosen for their suitability from the point of
view of sound, heat and weatherproofing, of maintenance and of
appearance.
Mr. Donovan H. Lee, author of the following Paper, is
Consulting Engineer to the British Iron and Steel Federation, Those
who did not see the B.LS.F. prototypes at Northolt will be able to
gauge from the illustrations in this book how attractive houses
designed on these principles can be.